Letter From the Editor-In-Chief
The theme of the final issue of 2017 is "Advocacy" and the Special Guest Editor is Dr. Matthew Bowes. Advocacy comes in many forms. First and foremost, we are advocates for the truth. We strive to get the right answers and to promote conveying those answers to the parties who need them. But we often don't realize that we are also advocates for things that go far beyond the immediate task of certifying cause and manner of death. Epidemiology. Prevention. Consistency. Saving lives. These are just but a few.
The issue begins with an article discussing the history and evolution of the concept of the expert witness. We then feature two articles dealing with the pediatric population: one discussing the value that forensic pathologists bring to child death review programs; the other is a retrospective review of intra-agency guidelines on certification of sudden unexpected infant deaths. Another article deals with the expansion of forensic pathology to include molecular testing to assist with determination of cause of death. Another pair of articles discusses 1) novel processes involved in forensic pathology and 2) a unique database for epidemiology reporting in Australia. We also feature an article from the Armed Forces Medical Examiner System reporting how data obtained from their death investigations and autopsies has been translated into saving lives. Finally, we are publishing the NAME Position Paper: Recommendations for the Definition, Investigation, Postmortem Examination, and Reporting 
J. Keith Pinckard MD PhD
Editor-In-Chief of Deaths in Custody. This is the 8th position paper that the NAME Board of Directors has published in Academic Forensic Pathology. And of course, we also feature several original manuscripts. Three papers in this issue were presented at the recent 2017 NAME Annual Meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona.
The first issue of 2018 will be released on March 1; the theme will be "Environmtenal Deaths" and the Special Guest Editor will be Dr. James Caruso. But remember, only about half of each issue is devoted to the specific theme. It's really just a way to promote submission of articles on a particular topic. Manuscripts about any topic can (and should) be submitted at any time! As always, I will continue to encourage the readership to submit articles to the Journal. We depend on submissions from the readership-NAME members like you-to sustain our excellent content.
